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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is issued in response to applicant's RCE filed 9/14/05. 

2. Claims 32-37-40-48-50, 52-58, 60-64, were amended, Claims 38, 39, 49, 51, and 59, 
were canceled. No claims were added. 

3. Claims 32-37-40-48-50, 52-58, 60-64 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 32-37, 40-48, 50, 52-56, 60-64 are rejected as being anticipated by Rice III (Rice 
hereinafter) (US Patent Application No. 2002/0174010). 

Regarding Claims 32, 45, 53, and 55, Rice discloses a method for managing the design 
and building of a construction project, the method being executable by a host computer system, 
comprising: 

receiving a first type of software application data for the construction project into a 
central database, the first type of software application data input by a first project collaborator 
into a first type of software application program running on a first computer system (Fig. 2, 
Rice); 

receiving a second different type of software application data for the construction project 
into the central database, the second type of software application data input by a second project 
collaborator into a second software application program, the second application program of a 
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different type, running on a second computer system generating a first message indicating a 
modification of the first data (Fig. 1, 12, Rice); and 

transmitting the first message to the second computer system (Fig. 2, 132, Rice); 

wherein said first type of software application program and second type of software 
application program each comprise at least one of a computer aided design software application, 
a design database application, a procurement application, a facilities management application, or 
an accounting application (Paragraph 0095, Rice). 

Regarding Claims 33, Rice discloses a method wherein receiving a first type of software 
application data and receiving a second type of software application data further comprises: 

receiving 'said first type of software application data and said second different type of 
software application data for storage into said central database via respective first and second 
interface databases (Fig. 2, Paragraph 0086, Rice). 

Regarding Claim 34, Rice discloses a method wherein the method further 
comprises the host computer system reading the first type of software application data 
data stored in the first interface database and notifying the second computer system prior to 
storing the read first type of software application data in the central database (paragraph 0123, 
Rice). 

Regarding Claims 35, and 46, Rice discloses a method wherein the method further 
comprises the host computer system monitoring the first interface database for predetermined 
changes to data stored therein, wherein the host computer system generates the first message in 
response to the host computer system detecting that the first type of software application data is 
stored in the first interface database (Paragraph 0095, Rice). 
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Regarding Claim 36, Rice discloses a method wherein the central database is in data 
communication with the host computer system, wherein the host computer system stores the first 
type of software application data in the central database in response to the host computer system 
detecting that the first type of software application data is stored in the first interface database 
(Paragraph 0095, Rice). 

Regarding Claim 37, Rice discloses a method wherein the first type of software 
application data comprises an object-oriented representation of a component of a construction 
project (Paragraph 0095, Rice). 

Regarding Claim 47, Rice discloses a system wherein monitoring the plurality of 
transactions comprises comparing the plurality of transactions against a predetermined 
transaction (Paragraphe 0095, Rice). 

Regarding Claim 48, Rice discloses a system wherein the host computer system is 
configured to detect a match between one of the plurality of transactions to the first database and 
the predetermined transaction (Paragraph 0216, Rice). 

Regarding Claim 56, Rice discloses a method wherein the method further comprises the 
second computer transmitting the second message to the first computer system (Fig. 1, Rice). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 40, 50, 52, 54, 60-64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rice III (Rice hereinafter) ( US Patent Application No. 2002/0174010) in view of Beverina 
et al. (Beverina hereinafter) (US Patent Application No. 2001/0027389). 

Regarding Claim 40, Rice is silent with respect to the use of wherein the first type of 
software application data or the second type of software application is accounting software for 
the construction building industry, on the other hand, Beverina discloses the first type of 
software application data or the second type of software application is accounting software for 
the construction building industry. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to employ the Rice's system in the construction industry. Skilled 
artisan would have been motivated to combine both teaching to improve the Rice system and 
make it usable in different industries this would result in attracting more users to the Rice's 
system and will increase the company profit. 

Regarding Claim 50, Rice in view of Beverina discloses a system wherein the first 
computer system executes computer aided design software for the construction building industry 
(Paragraph 0095,Rice). 

Regarding Claim 52, Rice in view of Beverina discloses a system wherein the first 
computer system executes accounting software for the construction building industry (Paragraph 
0095,Rice). 

Regarding Claim 54, Rice in view of Beverina discloses an apparatus wherein the first 
data comprises an object-oriented representation of a component of a building construction 
project 0322, Beverina). 
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Regarding Claim 60, Rice in view of Beverina discloses a method wherein the second 
computer system executes construction management software via a browser interface (Fig. 19, 
Beverina). 

Regarding Claim 61, Rice in view of Beverina discloses a method wherein the second 
computer system is configured to execute software for managing a project financial budget 
(paragraph 0095, Beverina). 

Regarding Claim 62, Rice in view of Beverina discloses a method wherein the second 
computer system is configured to execute software for managing building contractors (Fig. 8, 
Beverina). 

Regarding Claim 63, Rice in view of Beverina discloses a method wherein the second 
computer system is configured to facility management software (Fig. 8, Beverina). 

Regarding Claim 64, Rice in view of Beverina discloses a method wherein the second 
computer system is configured to execute software for managing a completed facility (Fig. 8, 
Beverina). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 41-44, 57-58 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art of record fails to disclose, suggest or teach the method including the steps of: 
monitoring a plurality of transactions to the first interface database, wherein each of the 
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plurality of transactions store data in the first interface database, wherein monitoring the plurality 
of transactions comprises comparing the plurality of transactions against a predetermined 
transaction; detecting a match between one of the plurality of transactions to the first database 
and the predetermined transaction; generating said first message wherein said first message 
indicates that the first type of software application data has been stored in the first database by 
the one of the plurality of transactions; and transmitting the first message to the second computer 
system. The method of reading the first type of software application data stored in the first 
interface database in response to the host computer detecting the match; translating the first type 
of software application data into translated first data in response to the host computer detecting 
the match; storing the translated first type of data into another interface database in data 
communication with the host computer system in response to the host computer detecting the 
match. 
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Point of Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sana Al-Hashemi whose telephone number is57 1-272-40 13. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8Am-4:30Pnx 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on57 1-272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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